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Vienna English News

Focus on Digitalization at Day of the Monument
2025

Von . - 28.08.2025 15:45 (Akt. 28.08.2025 20:38)
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Bundesdenkmalamt-Priasident Bazil auf einem Bild aus dem Jahr 2019. ©APA/HERBERT
NEUBAUER (Symbolbild)

The countdown for the Day of Monuments 2025 is on. On September 28, the 30th edition will
take place.

Numerous listed monuments in Austria will open their doors on September 28 for the Day of
Monuments, making accessible what often remains hidden. The program ranges from virtual
reality glasses to traditional craft techniques and aims to bring the monument experience into
the present. The goal of this initiative by the Council of Europe is to showcase the diversity of
architectural heritage, this year with the theme "windows to the past, doors to the future".

The Austrian Federal Monuments Office is focusing on comprehensive digitization for the
30th Day of Monuments, in line with its role as a mediator between the past and the future.
The aim is to make "the past as a potential for creativity for the future" tangible, said
Christoph Bazil, President of the Federal Monuments Office, on Thursday at a press
conference at the Hoxton Hotel in Vienna, which can also be visited on the Day of
Monuments. Bazil emphasized that monument preservation is "not an exclusive cultural
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experience”: "Digital monument preservation does not mean replacing the authentic with
digital replicas, but rather facilitating access. Interest sparked virtually can lead to interest in
the real object.” Digitization not only enables access to sensitive objects but also provides
insights into past layers of time that have already been irreversibly overlaid.

Around 40,000 Times Monument Protection

In Austria, around 40,000 buildings are under monument protection, with the term
encompassing both individual statues and, for example, the entire Hofburg complex. The
knowledge base and archive of the Federal Monuments Office include 60,000 plans and 1
million image carriers, which are now to be made accessible to all interested parties via the
Heritage Information System (HERIS) in the spirit of open data.

Essential is also the communication of monument values close to contemporary history,
which have not yet been generally understood. This also includes enabling repurposing that
gently transitions the existing into a new era. "Monument protection is not a glass dome; we
want great, new projects,” summarized Wolfgang H. Salcher, State Conservator for Vienna.
In close collaboration with architectural firms and owners, detailed monument preservation
frameworks are created, defining the qualities and priorities worth preserving within an
object. The overlapping of time layers is consciously promoted, creating space for new
without losing the old.

Approach Already Implemented

This approach was implemented, among others, at the Hoxton Hotel in collaboration with the
Vienna architectural firm BWM. According to architect Erich Bernard, the restoration of the
immaterial identity of the place was a particular concern during the renovation. The building
was constructed in the 1950s by architect Carl Appel as a "commercial building” for the
Chamber of Commerce. The spirit of the place is intended to live on even after the renovation.
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